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thing that savoured of Rome, the writer replied that
the actual English Church received the Articles not
from them but from a much later authority, that we
are bound by their words not by their private senti-
ments either as theologians or ecclesiastical politicians,
and that in fact they had intended the Articles to
comprehend a great body of their countrymen, who
would have been driven away by any extreme and
anti-Catholic declarations even against Rome. The
t temper of compromise is characteristic of the English
as contrasted with the foreign Reformation. It is
visible, not only in the Articles, but in the polity of
the English Church, which clung so obstinately to
the continuity and forms of the ancient hierarchical
system. It is visible in the sacramental offices of
the Prayer Book, which left so much out to satisfy
the Protestants, and left so much in to satisfy the
Catholics.

The Tract went in detail through the Articles
which were commonly looked upon as either anti-
Catholic or anti-Roman, It went through them with
a dry logical way of interpretation, such as a professed
theologian might use, who was accustomed to all the
niceties of language and the distinctions of the
science. It was the way in which they would be
likely to be examined and construed by a purely legal
court. The effect of it, doubtless, was like that
produced on ordinary minds by the refinements of a
subtle advocate, or by the judicial interpretation of an
Act of Parliament which the judges do not like; and